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Chapter 1    

           When Darkness Gets Personal 

My life has certainly been no stranger to pain. Even as an athletic young boy, I was always 
banged up from playing hard against others who dwarfed me in size. The difference of the pains 
of the past and those of the present is simple. Those from earlier athletic injuries for the most 
part healed up. The physical pain of my adult experience continues to linger and have become a 
daily companion. 

Since the autumn, of 1985, due to a severe back injury, I have fought through daily pain just 
to experience some of life’s most simple enjoyments. Pain has invaded my life as a constant 
teacher. Its grip on my life had taught me more valuable lessons than all my academic studies put 
together. 

However, pain is a common denominator in life. We all experience it in some fashion. I am 
keenly aware that just experiencing pain does not make one an expert on the subject. I am 
certainly not an expert on the subject of which I write. However, I have become over time a 
willing learner. 

On the surface pain seems to be a negative and controlling struggle. I once thought it was 
something reserved for the aged of society until it showed up on my doorstep at the age of 
Thirty-five and had refused to go home. Thankfully, I have experienced God using it for good 
and shaping my life by it. None who have ever felt the excruciating power of pain would ever 
wish it upon another. 

Pain creates its own fraternity. It has its own “Gold Card” holders, those who suffer 
chronically. We have been introduced to its curriculum of learning in its hallowed halls of the 
daily grind. Pain is more than a brief course for many who have learned that the instruction is 
never going to end shy of a miracle of God. All of us card-carrying members of this society 
would swear, “There must be a better way”, but God seemingly has expressed a different 
opinion on the subject by His allowance of it. 

Embracing pain as a permanent dweller in my life has been a violent savage struggle. At the 
outset of my injury and initial surgeries, I was full of hope and expectation of being healed. I 
visualized returning to my previous lifestyle pain free. Trusting and waiting on God with full 
assurance of His favor, I felt this setback would be measured but brief. How little I knew! 
Healing has not come, and the thirty-year wait continues. While my life has lacked physical 
healing, it has not lacked excitement. Life has been more than just a roller-coaster ride with its 
emotional and spiritual ups and downs, twists and 360 ° turns. Through it all, we have known the 
extremes from tenacious trust to dark disillusionment.  Seeking answers and finding some along 
the way. Chasing Doctor to Doctor and trying every therapy mode know to the medical world, all 
promising relief, but delivering none. Over time and repeating, a vicious circle of despair and 
weariness took its toll. I was angry… resentful… toward God and others. 
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Such negative emotions nursed over a long period of time can cause a creative destruction of 
one’s life and faith. Our expressions of misplaced anger have their way of attacking the loving 
relationships God has surrounded us with. Those whom are nearest and dearest to lifelong 
sufferers suffer also in a very measured way. They become the target most frequently of our 
negative unhealthy emotions. Though my family has stood by me faithfully and courageously 
they have on many occasions carried my pain. Because of God’s faithfulness and theirs, I have 
come through the valley of the shadow of death. Due to their character and God’s rich grace, my 
wife and children were transformed into prayer warriors and armor bearers for their husband and 
dad. I am a blessed man because of their unconditional love. I am mindful each day of the price 
they have paid and the ministry they have rendered to me.  

Just as many who have walked the same path in suffering before me, I became lost in a fog of 
pain, drugs, and confusion. It was not something I was readily willing to admit, but I was held 
captive by pain. I had become a part of the crowd Jesus referenced He came to set free and build 
up the “brokenhearted” and “downtrodden”. 

                       “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me 
                         Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. 
                        He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives 
                        And recovery of sight to the blind, 
                        To set free those who are oppressed,”LUKE 4:18(NASB) 

     I remember vividly the day I looked up the word “brokenhearted” in the Greek dictionary, 
discovering its meaning…  “Those bruised by pain and calamity” that was me… “Bruised” and 
angry about it! Rather than whine and complain like a wimp, I took a different approach but 
equally as painful. I simply set my jaw of determination to endure the pain dished out without 
complaint. A poor choice to be sure, the ole’ “suck it up, grin and bear it” approach I had 
learned on the football field as an athlete. While such an approach may produce winning players 
and teams in the athletic arena, it will not produce winners in life and relationships. Such a carnal 
approach, distances you from people, exhausts you physically and drains you emotionally. 

A paradox that was self-evident began to emerge in my life and ministry. As the lead pastor 
of a growing congregation, others around me were being healed and wonderfully restored. Truly, 
I took joy in their blessing. However, for me healing was not happening. In my subconscious, I 
began to take on a sense of shame for my lack of healing. This shame was acerbated by a number 
of judgmental detractors who thought they had been anointed by God to fix my problem. 
Problem being they attacked me instead of the problem. They were confident I had some secret 
sin in my life holding back the healing. There seems to be no lack in God’s Kingdom for self-
righteous Pharisees who inflict pain instead of healing with their ignorance and stupidity! 

There was admittedly however a storm on the horizon of my life. Counselors would refer to 
it as a “crisis of faith”. During these years of darkness, everything I had believed was 
challenged. Desperately searching for help I turned to the life-long friends whose compassion 
and maturity are unequalled in any crowd. Through their wisdom and skill, I experienced not 
healing but renewed hope. Previously I had turned a deaf ear to the truth of Lamentations 3:22-
23 that boldly declares:  
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                               The LORD’S lovinglindnesses indeed never cease, 
                               For His compassions never fail. 
                               They are new every morning; 
                               Great is Your faithfulness.” LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 (NASB) 

This “crisis of faith” launched me into an in-depth study of God’s character and attributes. 
Slowly, over many months I discovered something better than all the truth about Him, and 
thankfully discovered Him! He has become in a fresh new way a loving Father to me. In the 
confidence of His parenting, I have found Him as a Father who loves me and desires only good 
for my life. He is not angry with me, He had not condemned me, and He was not judging me. 
Instead of condemning me, I discovered He has crowned me with a new identity as a son and 
elevated me to a liberated position of reigning with Him as His joint heir to all He has and is. 

Realize this… the cross of Jesus Christ… His death has changed everything. I do not use the 
word everything in an exaggeration sense. The cross completely satisfied the retributive justice 
of God. God meted out all His judgment on sin upon the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” ROMANS 5:8-10 (NASB) 

God’s judgment was so satisfied that He expressed it not just in words, but also in an act. He 
raised Jesus from the dead! God is not angry; He does not punish people for their wrong actions, 
bad decisions, and blatant sin. This time in which we live is an “age of grace”. God has 
established a new arrangement with all men… it is called “The New Covenant of Blood”.   He 
now has provided the way for all men to be forgiven and reconciled to Him. Oh, He will judge 
men who have rejected His love and provision at the end of time on the Great Day of Wrath. But 
today… in this age of grace, God pours our His love, His goodness, His kindness to us. He 
forgives us when we turn to Him in repentance and faith receiving the death of Jesus as our 
atonement and gives us a new radical identification and standing with Him as “sons” and 
“daughters” and joint heirs. 

“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” ROMANS 8:16-17 (NASB ) 

 
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him.”  2CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NASB) 

The punishment for our sin was placed upon Jesus. That is why God can look upon us with 
favor instead of anger. He sees us in His Son as forgiven, justified, new creations, His heirs, His 
children. Because of the cross everything has changed… Everything! God is not in the business 
of punishing people for their sins, He has justly punished someone… His Son Jesus, instead of 
you and me. God now expresses His love, mercy, and grace to us all because of the cross. You 
cannot earn God’s favor, you cannot achieve it, and you do not need to, because if you are His 
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new creation through the new birth you already have His favor. You see friend, Jesus’ death for 
you was enough to satisfy God. Listen carefully… God is already satisfied… you do not need to 
do anything but receive His grace and mercy by faith… His gift of eternal life is exactly that, a 
gift… receive it! You could never perform well enough to satisfy God, because His law 
demanded perfection. So, Jesus performed in your place satisfying the demands of law, and took 
your punishment so you could receive by grace what you would have never been able to earn.  

The cross and character of Jesus reveals the Father’s heart toward us. That is why Paul wrote 
so emphatically in Romans 8:1: 

“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.” ROMANS 8:1 (NASB) 

Do you want to know in an exacting way what God is like? Look at Jesus. He is the full 
revelation of God. 

Many good people hold an inaccurate view that God cannot possibly be good because of all 
the pain and suffering in the world. I addressed this at some length in the introduction of this 
book. I encourage you to back up in your reading and read it now if you happened to skip over it. 
God is not the blame for suffering and pain in the world. At the same time, He has promised 
never promised a pain-free existence. God nowhere in scripture offers us immunity from 
problems. However, He does promise His presence and availability of His Word when we are 
under attack by satanic forces of wickedness. His presence gives us peace and confidence, His 
Word can result in victory if utilized effectively as a weapon of warfare. 

What Satan intends to ruin in this war-torn world, God can use for our refinement. As 
kingdom people, we much discern the difference and stand our ground. Our fallen world, our 
struggle with our humanity, our disobedience at times will result is the consequences of 
suffering, at various levels. Such pain is not to be viewed as God’s condemnation our judgment. 
There are times God delivers us from suffering, and other times He allows it, but sustains us 
through it. However, neither our suffering nor pain finds their source in Him. 

Until we have been tested by trials, I do not know that we really know what we believe about 
God or ourselves. It is in that furnace, when the flame threatens to consume us in that crisis of 
faith, we truly make up our mind about what we believe. It is the overwhelming and consistent 
testimony of those whom have preceded us that God can be trusted in those moments. We can 
finish well the course of life that God has assigned to us even though the pathway will at times 
be littered with suffering. 

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon 
you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to 
the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at 
the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.” 1PETER 4:12-13 (NASB) 

If you are experiencing excruciating pain today emotionally or physically, take hope in 
knowing that there is a limit to both the severity and length of our pain. Trials are but for a 
season. I relish today knowing one day I am going home to be with my Savior, or I may just 



Terrell E. Berry Savage Grace 17 

wake up one morning and the pain will be gone. It will have finally bowed to Jesus and given up. 
Just as certainly and suddenly as the storm arrived interrupting the peace I was enjoying, the 
yield and cease its rage. The wind will hush from its howling, the white caps of the wave of pain 
invading my body will turn into gentle swells. One day the tsunami that has brought devastation 
will turn into a sea of glass. All caught in its ugly path will grow just as happy as we were once 
sorrowful. Country Western artist Gary Allen says it well in his hit, EVERY STORM 

“Every storm runs, runs out of rain, 
Just like every dark night turns into day.  
Every heartache will fade away, 
Just like every storm runs, runs out of rain.” (Allen n.d.)  

Now, I do not get my theology from Country Western Music, but this refrain delivers some 
heavy-duty truth. And if you should be experiencing a long and extended season of suffering, I 
want to gently remind you that it’s the most precious and beautiful gems that suffer the longest at 
the jewelers polishing wheel. You have not been forgotten in your suffering by our Heavenly 
Father. Being in a difficult place of suffering and hardship does not render us forgotten but it 
does make us very vulnerable. 

If you are currently suffering… be careful. One very common mistake among those in pain is 
to set our focus exclusively on the relief that will finally come and end this nightmare. That is 
certainly one way of enduring. But I have discovered that when I focus on just getting through it, 
I miss something. I seldom get much out of it. Instead of asking God to get you out of the pain, 
begin to ask, “What can I get out of this?”  When we focus on just getting out of the experience 
of suffering, we miss the vital lessons of the journey, which is what God has His focus on. He is 
focused on the journey. Look at it from God’s perspective. He has already secured your 
destination, if you are His child, and have been born again. Heaven is your new destination… no 
question. It is a done deal! What is yet to be revealed is the process of this life’s daily journey. It 
is in the journey that we are conformed in small increments to one image of our Savior. 

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect.”   
ROMANS 12:1-2 (NASB) 

So, we are not to take the journey for granted, but we are to savor the life changing lessons 
learned. Dr. Paul Billheimer, one of God’s choice and precious servants, wrote several books on 
this very subject, rich with wit and wisdom. In his DON’T WASTE YOUR SORROWS, he writes: 

“It’s not always the character of affliction which determines its spiritual value but 
rather the length of its continuation and our reaction to it…”  
“… Resentment and rebellion only waste one’s sorrows, whereas humble 
acceptance and brokenness allows the creation of an eternal weight of glory. It is 
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true that whole, unbruised and unbroken men are little use to God.” (Billheimer 
1997) 

It is truly a paradox that when the external parts of our lives suffer destruction, the inner man 
the soul and spirit undergo construction. So, we are not to lose hope and despair when such 
experiences transpire. We are to refocus and see our circumstances from God’s perspective. Both 
Dr. Billheimer and the Apostle Paul speak to that perspective referring to it as an “eternal weight 
of glory.” 

“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 
inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is 
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
2CORINTHIANS 4:16-18 (NASB) 

God in His sovereignty can bring good out of bad. When the war-torn world causes 
adversity, and we make bad decisions, God can still bring good out of it. Refinement, maturity of 
character results as God uses various tools to bring this about. The resources God uses are like 
“heavenly sandpaper” shaping and molding our lives. We do not get to choose which tools He 
uses. Sometimes He uses people, at other times He uses events and circumstances. Jeremiah the 
prophet uses a metaphor of a “potter’s wheel” to describe how God molds and shapes the lives 
of men into an image that He the potter, desires.  

“Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will announce My words to 
you.” Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something 
on the wheel. But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of 
the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make. 
Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal 
with you as this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Behold, like the clay in the 
potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.” JEREMIAH 18:2-6 (NASB) 

The most intelligent and wise decision we can make is to submit our lives into the hands of 
the Master Potter. There are several key elements to this metaphor Jeremiah uses. First, is the 
potter’s wheel, it may well symbolize and represent the circumstances of everyday life as time 
goes on and on. Second, is the hands of the potter, they no question represent God’s hands, 
because the text tells us so. 

“Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares the Lord. 
“Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of 
Israel.” JEREMIAH 18:6 (NASB) 

Finally, notice that the clay, 

“was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it” JEREMIAH 18:4B (NASB) 

We are always on this wheel of life’s circumstances. Whether we are in God’s will at the 
moment or not, the wheel is moving, circumstances changing, but God is working. His hands are 
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not the only hands that have access to the shaping of our vessel. Other sets of hands can affect 
our lives both positively and negatively. Therefore, we need to have wisdom and discernment 
about whose hands are shaping and building our lives. Satan, our peers, mates, parents, coaches, 
teachers, put their hands on our lives. We need to be sure which way the pressure of their 
influence moves us… closer to the image God has for us or someone else’s image. When 
influenced by the wrong hands we become a different vessel than the one God intended. In 
Jeremiah’s metaphor, the clay became “spoiled.” We have no idea why the text does not reveal 
that. Regardless, the potter did not give up on his project, he just…  

 “remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make” 

JEREMIAH 18:4B (NASB) 

Here is a wonderful lesson for us. God’s ability to bring good out of bad, success out of 
failure is greater than our ability to screw things up. Regardless how severely we blow it, how 
continuously we rebel you cannot frustrate God’s purpose for your life. God has not given up on 
your purpose so don’t you! He loves you so much that he refuses to accept your present 
condition as final. He is just as committed to your purpose as He has always been. The reason 
God loves us so well, so perfectly, so unconditionally is because He loves you not because of 
who you are as much as because of who He is. I know there may be a lot of water that has gone 
under the bridge, you may have a long history of resisting and failing… it does not matter you 
are not beyond His reach. Your circumstances do not change the intention of Heaven. God is in 
the business of redeeming, restoring and remaking people whom have lost their way, for 
whatever reason. You may be in your mind a “lump of spoiled clay” today, but you can become 
a vessel of honor in the future is you want to. 

Our God is a god of purpose. Because He is, you are a person of purpose. Your purpose helps 
to shape your destiny. In God’s economy He never wastes time our experience. Everything He 
does is created with a strategic thought, each thought has purpose. God does not just daydream, 
He thinks strategically. 

“The counsel of the Lord stands forever, 
The plans of His heart from generation to generation.” PSALM 33:11 (NASB) 

God has never created anything without first determining its purpose. He does not just create 
things for the fun of it. By virtue of being created in the image of God you possess a purpose. 
You may not have any idea what that purpose is, but that does not mean you do not have one. 
Nor does it mean that the one you have been given but not fulfilled has been cancelled. You do 
not have to create your purpose, God already did. Our responsibility to our purpose is one 
discovery and stewardship. From God’s perspective, success in this life is discovering your 
purpose and fulfilling it by being who you were created to be. In regard to our life purpose we 
are no different than Jeremiah. Listen and absorb what God said about him and his destiny. 
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“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
And before you were born I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” JEREMIAH 1:5 (NASB) 

You cannot begin to understand this in the natural, because it is a divine spiritual truth, but 
one Satan wants to keep you ignorant of. God knew Jeremiah “before” he was conceived. Try 
and wrap your mind around that! Jeremiah’s purpose, gifting, and sphere of ministry were all 
determined by God before he was born. Of course, the choice to cooperate with such a call was 
his, without God’s interference. You are no different from Jeremiah. You have a purpose and 
ability to pull it off. No doubt your gifts need to be discovered, developed and sharpened. 
Jeremiah did not understand his purpose and calling in the womb. He was a grown man when 
God speaks this revelatory truth to him. It will probably take you some time in your discovery 
and development too. 

Now, let us regard suffering and purpose. There are always purpose in our pain and suffering. 
Just because you do not know, what it is does not mean that it does not exist. Even though God 
does not cause our pain and suffering there is a reason for it. You may not be able to understand 
it or even articulate it there is purpose in it, and God will eventually bring out the good. 
Sometimes the quickest way out of our trials is to trust God on the trial to bring good out of it. 
When we fight the pressure, our adversity can cause, we prolong the process instead of bring 
closure. 

Dr. Milton H. Allen a mentor and friend to me in my years as a young preacher boy, gives 
some insight to suffering and purpose. 

“It has been said that human beings can tolerate almost anything if they can find 
purpose behind it. If a purpose for suffering can be seen, a person can usually 
bear it. However, if a person feels that personal suffering it the result of blind, 
impersonal fate, he quickly succumbs to despair… the main reason why suffering 
becomes so unbearable is that they see no purpose behind it.” (Allen Dr. 1983) 

Perhaps you are in a place today where you are struggling to find purpose in your suffering. 
It has not been disclosed to you why you are going through the challenges you face. What are 
you to do? Follow the example of Job. He had no clue as to why he was suffering and frankly, 
God never gives him an answer to the question of “why?” But here is what Job did. He declared 
that good would come of it with bold assurance. He trusted in God’s goodness and faithfulness 
when he did not have any answers as to his suffering’s purpose… and that resolve got him 
through. 

“But He knows the way I take; 
When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” JOB 23:10 (NASB) 

What is true of Job is true of all of us. Through God allowing us to be tried and tested, if we keep 
trusting we will emerge from the furnace as purified gold. 

When we stop asking God to change our own personal circumstances over which we have no 
control and take responsibility for what we can control we will experience a significant 
breakthrough. If we do not come to that place, we may well experience a breakdown. When we 
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come to such a crossroads in our journey, it will not be long before we will not care whether He 
changes the circumstances or not. Here is why, we will be living above them victoriously instead 
of underneath them in defeat. I know that intersection of life well. I have been there many times 
in confusion over my own adversities. When I received a revelation regarding the above truths, it 
was revolutionary in my outlook. It was liberating, thrusting me into the midst of joy! I made up 
my mind that I would no longer put off my joy until my circumstances and physical condition 
improved. In a moment … no longer than it takes to make a decision and activate your will, I 
declared and decreed that I did not have to be healed in order to be a happy camper on this 
outpost of Heaven called Earth. I chose to trust God with my condition and future. Began to 
cooperate with what He was attempting to accomplish in my life. It has not changed my 
circumstances, to the intensity of Satan’s attack. However, it has changed me. No, I have not 
arrived yet, but I have become convinced of what Paul was convinced of. 

“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it “until the day of Christ Jesus.” PHILIPPIANS 1:6 (NASB) 

Affirming these truths and how they apply to your life, join me in this prayer today. 

                 “GOD, THANK YOU THAT YOU ARE A GOD OF PURPOSE AND, BECAUSE YOU ARE, 
                   YOU HAVE A PURPOSE FOR ME. 
  
                  TODAY, I RECEIVE YOUR PURPOSE IN MY LIFE AS A GIFT TO ME. 
                  I ASK YOU TO USE ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES OVER WHICH I HAVE NO CONTROL, 
                  TO CONFORM ME MORE TO YOUR IMAGE. 
 
                 I REJECT ANY ATTEMPT ON SATAN’S PART TO EXPLOIT THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES 
                AND TO KEEP ME FROM YOUR PURPOSE AND DESTINY FOR MY LIFE. 
 
               HELP ME TO KEEP MY FOCUS ON YOU. I GIVE MY LIFE TO THE “MASTER POTTER,”  
                MOLD ME AND SHAPE ME AFTER YOUR WILL.” 


